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CASE. 


ING  JAMES  the  Firflr,  in  the 
eighteenth*  Year  of  his  Reign,  by 
Letters  Patent,  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  England^  gave  the  Name  of  "  New- 
"  England  in  America"  to  all  that 
Circuit,  Continent  and  Limits  in 
M^sl^i^^^  America,  "  in  Breadth  from  forty 
"  Degrees  of  northerly-Latitude  from 
Hc  the  Equinoctial  Line,  to  forty-eight  Degrees  of  faid 
*'  northerly  Latitude,  and  in  Length  by  all  the  Breadth, 
"  throughout  the  main  Land  from  Sea  to  Sea,  with  all 
"  the  Rivers,  Seas,  Iflands,  Creeks,  Inlets,  Ports  and 
u  Havens,  within  the  fame  Degrees  of  Latitude  andLon- 
**  gitude." 

Incorporated  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  and  divers  other  Per- 
rons by  the  Name  of  "  The  Council  eftablifhed  ^/Plymouth 
in  the  County  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling-,  ordering 
end  governing  of  New-England  in  America ;"  and  to  them 
2nd  their  Succeffors  grants  all  the  Lands,  &c, 

Viz. 


JAMES  L 
Patent. 

Page    5th, 


Page   4th, 


Page    5th. 


c  4  r 

Viz.  li  That  aforefaid  Part  of  America,  lying  &nd 
Page  1 2th,  being  in  Breadth  from  forty  Degrees  of  northerly  La- 
"  titude  from  the  Equinoctial  Line,  to  forty-eight  De- 
"  grees  of  the  faid  northerly  Latitude  inclufively,  and  in 
w  Length  of  and  within  all  the  Breadth  aforefaid,.  through- 
"  out  the  main  Lands  from  Sea  to  Sea,,  together  alfo 
u  with  all  the  firm  Lands,.  Soils,  Grounds,  Havens,, 
"  Ports,  Rivers,  Waters,  Mines  and  Minerals,  as  well 
*'  royal  Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver  as,  other  Mines  and  Mi- 
"  nerals,.  precious  Stones,.  Quarries,  and  all  and  Angular 
"  other  Commodities,.  Jurifdictions-,  Royalties,  Privileges,. 
"  Franchifes  and  Preheminences,  both  within  the  faid 
"  Tract  upon  the  Land  upon  the  Main,  and  alfo  within: 
"  the  laid  I  Hands  and  Seas  .adjoining.. 

"Provided  always,  That  the  faid  I0ands,.or  any  of 
^  »       "the  Premifes  herein   before-mentioned,,  and  by  thefe 

**g  4.  <*  Prefents  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,,  be  not 
"actually  poffeflfcd  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chriftian 
"Prince  or  State,,  or  be  within  the  Bounds,,  Limits  or 
"Territories  of  that  fouthern  Colony  heretofore  by  us 
"  granted  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  our  loving  Subjects 
"  in-  the  fouth  Part  >,  to  be  holder*  in  free  and  common 
"  Soccage,.and  not  in  Capite,  nor  by  Knights  Service — 
"  yielding  and  paying  therefor  the  fifth  Part  of  the  Ore 
"  of  Gold  and  S:iver  found,. &c. — for,  or  in  Refpect  of 
"  all  Manner  of  Duties,  Demands  and  Services  whatfo- 
"  ever,,  to  be  done,,  made  or  paid,  &c, 

"  And  further,  Gur  Will  andPleafure  is-,  and  We  do 

?age  i6thr.    "  by  thefe  Prefents,   charge,  command,  warrant  and  au- 

"  thorife  the  faid  Council,    and  their  Succeflbrs,   or  the 

"  raaio£; 
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"  major  Part  of  them,  which  mall  be  prefent  and  aflem~ 
"  bled  for  that  Purpofe,  fhall  from  Time  to  Time, 
"  under  their  common  Seal,  diftribute,  convey,  affign 
"  and  fet  over  fuch  particular  Portions  of  Lands,  Tene- 
"  ments  and  Hereditaments,  as  are  by  thefe  Prefems 
"  formerly  granted  unto  each  our  loving  Subjects,  natur.il 
"  born,  or  Denizens,  or  others,  as  well  Adventurers  as 
"  Planters,,  as  by  the  faid  Company,  upon  a  Commiffion 
"  of  Survey  and  Diftribution,  executed  and  returned  fcr 

*  that  Purpofe,  fhall  be  named,  appointed  and  allowed  -, 
**  wherein  our  Will,  and  Pleafure  is,  that  Refpect  be  had 
r  as  Well  to  the  Proportion  of  the  Adventurers,  as  to  the 

*  fpecial  Hazzard,  Exploit  or  Merit  of  any  Perfon  to  be 
tt  recompenfed,  advanced  or  rewarded," 


"  The  Council  eftabliHied  at  Plymouth,  &c.  granted 
to  Sir  Henry  Rofwell^  Sir  John  Young,.  Knights,  Thomas 
Southcote,  John  Humphreys,  John  Endkott,  and  Simon 
Whitcombe,  their  Heirs  and  A  ffigns,  and  their  AfTociates 
forever,  allxhzt'PaTt.ofNew-England'myimerica  aforefaid, 
which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great  River  there,  com- 
monly called  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  and  a  certain 
other  River  there,  called  Charles-River,  being  in  the  Bot- 
tom of  a  Bay  ca.MedMa]fachufetts,?Ll:asMattachufetts,  alias 
Mattatufetts-Bay,  and  all  and  lingular  thofe  Lands  and 
Hereditaments  whatfoever,.  lying  within  the  Space  of 
three  Englijh  Miles,  on  the  South  Part  of  the  faid  Charles- 
River,  or  of  any  or  every  Part  thereof ;  and  alfo  all  and 
fmgular  the  Lands  and  Hereditaments  whatfoever,  ly- 
ing and  being  within  the  Space  of  three  Englijh  Miles 
to  the  Southward  of  the  fouthermoft  Part  of  the  faid 


1628. 
March  19; 

Indenture 
from  the 
Council  of 
Plymouth, 
recited  in 
the  Mafla- 
fhufetts  Pa- 
tent. 
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■•  Bay,  called  Majfachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias 
"  Mattatufetts-Bay  ;  and  alfo  all  thofe  Lands  and  Heredi- 
**  taments  whatfoever,  which  lie  and  be  within  the  Space 
"  of  three  Englijh  Miles  to  the  Northward  of  the  faid 
"  River  called  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the 
"  Northward  of  any  and  every  Part  thereof  and  all  Lands 
*•'  and  Hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  Limits 
"  aforefaid  North  and  South  in  Latitude  and  in  Breadth  ; 
"  and  in  Length,  and  Longitude,  of  and  within  all  the 
"  Breadth  aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  Lands  there, 
"  from  the  Atlantic  and  weflern  Sea  and  Ocean  on  the 
"  Eaft  Part,  to  the  South  Sea  on  the  Weft  Part,  and  all 
x<  the  Lands  and  Grounds,  Place  and  Places,  Soil,  Woods 
"  and  Wood-Grounds,  Havens,  Ports,  Rivers,  Waters, 
"  Fifhings  and  Hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within 
"  the  faid  Bounds  and  Limits,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel 
"  thereof  ^  and  alfo  all  I  (lands  lying  in  America  aforefaid 
"  in  the  faid  Seas,  or  either  of  them  on  the  weflern  or 
"  eallern  Coafts  or  Parts  of  the  faid  Tract  of  Land,"  &c. 

King  CHARLES  the  Firft  by  his  Letters  Patent  un- 

3Lf      i?'         ^cr  c^e  ^reat  Seal  °f  England,  did  grant  and  confirm  un- 
March    4.     to  the  fa;d  «  sir  Hmry  r0j:w^  &C-  jjwir  Heirs  and  Af- 

"  figns,  and  their  AfTociates,  all  the  laid  Part  of  New- 
"  England  in  America,  lying  and  extending  between  the 
"  Bounds  and  Limits  in  the  faid  Indenture  expreffed," 
Sec. 

"  Provided  always,  That  if  the  faid  Lands,  Iflands, 
*c  or  any  the  Premifes  before-mentioned,  and  by  the  faid 
"'  Letters  Patent  laft-mentioned,  intended,  and  meant  to 

"  be 
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u  be  granted,  were  at  the  Time  of  the  granting  of  the  faid 
"  former  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  third  Day  of  NcvemJbery 
"  in  the  eighteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty 
"  King  JAMES  the  Firft,  actually  poffefTedor  inhabited 
"  by  any  other  Chriftian  Prince  or  State,  or  were  within  the 
"  Bounds,  Limits  or  Territories  of  the  faid  fouthern  Co- 
"  lony  then  before  granted  by  the  faid  King,  to  be  plan- 
"  ted  by  divers  of  his  loving  Subjects  in  the  South  Parts 
"  of  America,  that  then  the  faid  Grant  fhould  not  extend 
"  to  any  fuch  Parts  or  Parcels  thereof  fo  formerly  inha- 
"  bited,   or   lying   within   the   Bounds  of  the  fouthern 
u  Plantation  as  aforefaid.     But  as  to  thofe  Parts  or  Par- 
"  eels  fo   poffeffed  or  inhabited  by   any  fuch  Chriftian 
"  Prince  or  State,    or  being  within  the  Boundaries  afore- 
u  faid,  mould  be  utterly  void.'1 

Under  the  Royal  Grants  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth 
many  derivative  Grants  were  made  to  many  Individuals, 
as  well  as  to  Bodies  of  Men  ;  under  which  derivative  trraRts* 
Grants,  as  well  as  under  others  carved  out  of  them, 
many  Settlements  were  made  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Country  defcribed  in  that  Royal  Grant ;  among  the  Reft, 
the  Tract  now  commonly  known  by  the  Name  of  Con- 
7ie£licuty  was  in  a  confiderable  Degree  fettled  under  diffe- 
rent derivative  Grants  from  that  Company,  before  it  ob- 
tained it's  prefent  Conftitution  from  King  CHARLES  the 
Second,  having  in  the  mean  Time  adopted  a  Form  of 
Government  not  difapproved  at  Home,  under  which  they 
from  Time  to  Time  fupported  the  Englijh  Claim  againft 
new  Intruders,  as  well  as  they  were  able* 


Deri 


rvrt.ve 


At- 


(    «    ) 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  united  Co- 
1650.  lonles  of  New-England,  held  ax  Hartford,  the  Honorable 
•Sept.  23.  Peter  Stuveyfant,  Efquire,  Governor  of  the  Dutch  New- 
Netherlands,  came  perfonaUy,  and  continued  the  Claims 
his  Superiors  their  High  MightinefTes  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces and  the  Right  Honorable  the  Weft-India  Company 
had  to  the  above-mentioned  Lands  in  Queftion,  for  which 
he  defired  a  full  Surrendry,  and  Satisfaction  according  to 
the  Quality  of  the  Caufe  ;  and  an  Agreement  was  at  this 
Time  mutually  made  concerning  the  Bounds  and  Limits 
between  the  Englijh  united  Colonies,  and  the  Butch  Pro- 
vince of  New-Netherlands,  in  Manner  and  Form  following, 
viz. — We  agree  as  followeth,  ift.  "  That  upon  Long- 
*-•  IJland,  a  Line  run  from  the  weftermoft  Part  of  Oyjler- 
"*  Bay,  and  fo  in  a  ftraight  and  direct  Line  to  the  Sea, 
*'  mall  be  the  Bounds  between  the  Englijh  and  the  Dutch 
"*'  there— The  eafterly  Part  to  belong  to  the  Englijh^  the 
"  weftermoft  Part  to  the  Dutch. 

2dly.  <c  The  Bounds  upon  the  Mam  to  begin  upon,  the 
*'  weft  Side  of  Greenwich-Bay^  being  about  four  Miles 
"  from  Stamford*,  and  To  to  run.  a  northerly  Line  twenty 
"  Miles  up  into  the  Country  ;  and  after  as  it  mall  be 
"  agreed  between  the  two  Governments  of  New-Haven 
"  and  the  Dutch— Provided  the  faid  Line  come  not  within 
*'  ten  miles  of  Hudj on 's- River..  And  it  is,  agreed,  that 
"  the  Dutch  mall;  not  at  any  Time  hereafter,  build  any 
*'  Houfeor  Habitation  within  fix  Miles  of  the  faid;  Line: 
*"  The  Inhabitants  of  Greenwich  to  remain  ('till  further 
**  Consideration  thereof  be  had)  under  the  Government 
**  u£  the  Dutch. 

3dly.  Tm 
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• 

3dly.  "  The  Dutch  fliall  enjoy  all  the  Lands  at  Hartford 
cc  that  they  are  actually  pofTefTed  of,  known  or  let  out 
"  by  certain  Bounds  ;  and  all  the  Remainder  of  the  faid 
"  Lands  on  both  Sides  of  Connecticut-River  to  be  and 
<c  remain  to  the  Englijh  there." 

And  it  was  agreed,  That  the  aforefaid  Bounds  and 
•  Limits  both  upon  the  Ifland  and  upon  the  Main,  mail 
be  obferved  and  kept  inviolate,  both  by  the  Englijh  of 
the  united  Colonies,  and  all  the  Dutch  Nation,  without 
any  Incroachment  or  Moleftation,  until  a  full  and  final 
Determination  be  agreed  upon  in  Europe  by  mutual 
Confent  of  the  two  States  of  England  and  Holland.  The 
Right  or  Title  to  Delaware  or  South-River,  as  they 
called  it,  was  at  that  Time  left  undetermined,  and 
both  Parties  to  remain  in  Statu  quo  prius9  to  plead 
and  improve  their  juft  Intereft  at  that  River,  for 
planting  and  trading,  as  they  fhall  fee  Caufe  ;  only 
it  was  agreed  and  defired,  that  all  Proceedings  there, 
as  in  other  Places,  may  be  carried  on  in  Love  and 
Peace,  'till  the  Right  was  further  confidered  and 
juftly  ifiued,  either  in  Europe  or  here,  by  the  two 
States   of  England  and   Holland. 

PETITION  to  the  KISG9Jahd  7th  June,  1661.         No.   S. 

King   CHARLES   the  Second,  by   his  Letters         1662. 
Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  ordained,  confti-     April    1J. 
tuted  and  declared  John  Winthrop^  John   Mafon,  Samuel 
Wyllys,   and   fixteen   others    by    Name,     and   all   fuch 
others   as   then  were,   or   thereafter   mould   be  admit- 
ted and  made  free  of  the  Company   and  Society  of 

"  B  the 
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the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  America,  mould  from 
Time  to  Time,  and  forever  thereafter,  be  one  Body 
Corporate  and  Politick  in  Fact  and  in  Name,  by 
the  Name  of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  En- 
glifh  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  Ame- 
rica, with  certain  Powers,  Privileges  and  Authorities  ; 
therein  was  granted  to  them  and  their  SuccefTors, 
all  that  Part  of  his  Dominions  in  New-England  ih 
America,  bounden  on  the  Eaft  by  Narraganfett-River, 
commonly  called  Narraganfett-Bay,  where  the  faid 
River  falleth  into  the  Sea  •,  and  on  the  North  by 
the  Line  of  the  Maffachufetts  Plantation  -,  and  on  the 
South  by  the  Sea  ;  and  in  Longitude  as  the  Line  of 
the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  running  from  Eaft  to  Weft, 
that  is  to  fay,  from  the  faid  Narraganfett-Bay  on  the 
Eaft,  to  the  South-Sea  on  the  Weft,  with  the  Iflands 
thereunto  adjoining,  together  with  all  the  firm  Lands, 
&c. — To  have  and  to  hold  the  fame  unto  the  faid 
Governor  and  Company,  their  SuccefTors  and  AfTigns 
forever,  upon  Truft,  and  to  and  for  the  Ufe  and 
Benefit  of  themfelves  and  their  Affociates,  Freemen 
of  the  faid  Colony,  their  Heirs  and  AfTigns,  to  be 
holden  of  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  SuccefTors,  as  of 
his  Manor  of  Eaji-Greenwichj  in  free  and  common 
Soccage,  and  not  in  Capite,  or  by  Knights  Service — • 
Yielding  and  paying  only  the  fifth  Part  of  the  Ore 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  which  fhall  be  there  gotten,  had 
or  obtained,  in  Lieu  of  all  Services,  Duties  and 
demands  whatfoever. 


(II  ) 

By    this    Charter,     the   two   Jurifdictions   aforefaid, 

viz.  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  were  united,  and 
all  the  Lands  afcrefaid  are  granted  to  them,  faving 
what  might  be  then  actually  pofTtfied  or  inhabited 
'by  any  other  Chriftian  Prince  or  State,  &c.  as  is 
exprefly  excepted  by  the  Proviib  in  the  Patent  of 
King  JAMES  die  Firft,  before-mentioned,  which  it  is 
conceived  was  the  Foundation  of  the  Crown  Title 
to  New-Tork, 

King  CHARLES  the   Second,  by   his   Letters  Pa-  ^> 

tent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  "  gave  and  iyr  »  « 
"granted  unto  his  Royal  Brother  JAMES  Duke  of  IYiarcil  l*' 
"  Tork,  all  that  Part  of  the  main  Land  in  New- 
*'  England.,  beginning  at  a  certain  Place  called  and 
"  known  by  the  Name  of  Saint  Croife,  next  adjoining 
"  to  New- Scotland,  in  America  ;  and  from  thence  ex- 
"  tending  along  the  Sea  Coaft  unto  a  Place  called 
4<  Pennequie,  or  Penequid,  and  fo  up  the  River  thereof 
**  to  the  furthermoil  Head  of  the  fame,  as  it  tendeth 
*'  Northward,  and  extending  from  thence  to  the  River 
"  Kenebequie,  and  upwards  by  the  fhorteft  Courfe  to 
"  the  River  called  Canada  Northward  -,  and  alfo  all 
"  that  Ifland  or  Iflands  commonly  called  by  the  fe- 
*'  veral  Name  or  Names  of  Mattawacks  or  Long- 
*'  I/land,  fituate,  lying  and  being  towards  the  Weft 
*'  of  Cape-Cod  and  the  Narraganfetts,  abutting  upon 
"  the  main  Land  between  the  two  Rivers  there, 
"  called  and  known  by  the  Names  of  Connecticut 
"  and  Hud/on' s-River  ;  together  alfo  with  the  faid 
?'  River   called    Hud/or? s-Riwr,   and   all    the    Land 

*f  from 
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"  from  the  Weft  Side  of  CcnneSicut-River  to  the  Eaft 
"  Side  of  Delaware-Bay  ;  and  all  the  feveral  Iflands, 
"  called  or  known  by  the  Names  of  Martin's -Vineyard 
"  and  Nantucks,  otherwife  Nantucket  ;  together  with 
"  all  the  Lands,  Soils,  Iflands,  &c— And  all  his 
"  Eftates,  Right,  Title,  Intereft,  Benefit  and  Ad- 
<c  vantage,  Claim  and  Demand,  of,  in  or  to  the 
"  faid  Lands  and  Premiies,  or  any  Part  or  Parcel 
"  thereof.1 ' 

The  Dutch  and  Swedes  were  at  that  Time  pof- 
fefied  of  the  Lands  now  belonging  to  the  Colonies 
of  New-York   and    New-Jerfey,     and   had   made   con- 

fiderable  Plantations   and  Improvements   there. 

Whereupon  they  contended,  that  Hudfon  was  fent 
out  by  the  Dutch  Eaji-India  Company,  to  difcover 
a  North- Weft  Paflage  to  China  •,  and  that  having 
difcovered  Delaware-Bay,  he  proceeded  to  New-Tork, 
and  penetrated  up  Hudfon's-River  as  far  Northward 
as  Latitude  430.— That  in  17 14  the  States-General 
granted  a  Patent  to  fundry  Merchants,  for  an  ex- 
clufive  Trade  on  that  River.— That  the  fame  Year 
they  built  a  Fort  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  fame, 
near  Albany.— That  this  Claim  being  prior  to  the 
Grant  made  to  }he  Council  of  Plymouth,  thefe  Lands 
did  not  pafs  to  faid  Council,  and  confequently  not 
to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  by  the  former  Patent, 
nor  by  King  CHARLES  the  Second's  renewed  Char- 
ter, granted   and  made__  in  April  1662, 

At 


(    «i    ) 

At  this  Time  King  CHARLES  the  Second  me-  1664. 
ditated  fending  a  Force  to  caufe  the  Dutch  to  fur-  April  26. 
render  the  Lands  by  them  pofTeffed  in  his  Domini- 
ons, as  aforefaid  :  and  granted  the  fame  by  his  Let- 
ters Patent  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  2"ork, 
in  Manner  before-mentioned  :  He  alfo  gave  a  Com- 
miffion  to  Colonel  Richard  Nicholls,  to  difpofTefs  the 
Dutch  of  the  Territories  by  them  claimed,  and  cal- 
led New-Netherlands  -,  and  to  take  PofTefilon  of  the 
fame  for  the  Duke   of  Tork,     as   granted  to   him  in 

and  by  the  faid   Patent. This    Defign    he  came 

upen,  and  accordingly  executed  the  fame  in  Augujl.  rr  ^ 
Upon  which  it  became  neceflary  to  fettle  the  Extent 
of  the  Dutch  Claim  Eaftward,  and  thereby  to  af- 
certain  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs the  Duke's  Patent,  and  the  Patent  of  Connecticut* 
For  this   Purpofe, 

His    Majesty   had  conftituted  and  appointed  Col.  rfl 

Richard  Nicholls,     Sir    Robert   Carr,    Knight,     George     A  1?54« 
Cartwright   and   Samuel  Marverick,   his  Commiffioners       >§ 
to  vifit   the  New-England  Colonies,    with   full  Power  I0' 

and  Authority  to  hear,  receive,  examine  and  deter- 
mine all  Compla'nts  and  Appeals,  and  proceed  in 
all  Things  for  providing  for  and  fettling  the  Peace 
of  faid  Country  ;  who  did  accordingly  fettle  and 
determine  as  follows,  viz. 

"  By   Virtue  of    His   Majefly's   Commifllon,     We  l664- 

"  have    heard   the   Difference   about    the   Bounds   of  Novr.    30; 

?  the  Patent    granted    to    his  Royal   Highnefs     the  N°«  11, 

C  "  Duke 
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<fDuke  of  York,  and  to  his  Majefty's  Colony  of 
"  Connecticut  ;  and  having  deliberately  confidered  the 
"Reafons  alledged  by  Mr.  Allen,  Senr.  Mr.  Gold, 
"  Mr.  Richards  and  Capt.  Winthrop,  appointed  by 
"The  AiTembly  held  at  Hartford  the  13th  October- 
"  1664,  to  accompany  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  the 
"  Governor  of  his  Majefty's  Colony  of  Connetlicut 
"  to  'New-York,  and  by  Mr.  Howell  and  Capt.  Young% 
"  why  the  faid  Long-IJland  fhould  be  under  the  Go- 
"  vernment   of  Connecticut,   which   are   too   long   here 

"  to   be   recited. We   do   declare    and    order    the. 

"  fouthern  Bounds  cf  his  Majefty's  Colony  of  Con- 
■*  nedicut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Long-IJland  is  to  be 
"  under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
"  Duke  of  York,  as  is  exprefTed  by  plain  Words 
"  in  faid  Charters  refpectively.. — And  alfo  by  Virtue 
"  of  his  Majefty's  Commiflion,  and  by  the  Confent 
"  of  both  the  Governors  and  the  Gentlemen  above- 
"  named,  We  do  alfo  order  and  declare,  that  the 
"  Creek  or  River  which  is  called  Monoronwck,  which 
<c  is  reputed  to  be  about  twelve  Miles  to  the  Eaft 
C4  of  fFeJt-CheJier,  and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  Eaft 
"  Point  or  Side  where  the  frefh  Water  falls  into 
"  the  Salt  at  High-Water  Mark  North-North- Weft 
"  to  the  Line  of  the  Mafachufetts,  be  the  Weftern 
"  Bounds  of  the  faid  Colony  of  Connetlicut — And  all 
44  Plantations  lying  Weftward  of  that  Creek  and  Line 
"  fo  drawn,  fhali  be  under  his  -Royal  Highnefs's 
"  Government  -,  and  all  the  Plantations  lying  Eaft- 
"  ward  of  that  Creek  and  Line,  to  be  under  the 
4i  Government  of  Connect  i  aft" 

To, 
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To  this  the  CommifTioners  therein  mentioned  from 
Connecticut  fubfcribed  in  the  Words  following,  viz. 
"  We  under-written,  on  Behalf  of  the  Colony  of 
"  Connecticut,  have  affented  unto  the  Determination 
"  of  his  Majefty's  CommifTioners,  in  Relation  to  the 
"  Bounds  and  Limits  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
**  Duke's   Patent,   and  the   Patent  of  Connecticut" 

Col.  Nicholls  remained  in  the  Adminiflration  of 
the  Duke's  Government  three  Years,  which  was 
chiefly  taken  up  in  examining  and  fettling  the  antient 
Dutch   Grants. 

War    was     proclaimed   between   England    and  the 

States  General The  Englifi   held  thefe   Territories     M     7^ 

during  it's   Continuance,     which   concluded   the   21ft     Marcn    4* 
July    166 7 ,   by   the   Treaty   of  .Breda. 

England  commenced  another  War  againft  the  States         1072. 
General — And, 

New-Tork    and   it's   Territories   were  recovered  by 
the   Dutch,   and   their   Government  was   again  revived         l^73- 
and  continued  'till    1674,  on  a   Treaty  of  Peace  be-     June  3°a 
tween  the   belligerent  Powers,  ligned  at  Wejlminfter  in 
February,   the  Englijh  Government  was   reftored. 

On  tne  Conclufion  of  this  Peace,  his  Royal  High-         1674. 
aefs  the   Duke  of  Tork  obtained  from  the   King,  re-     June  29. 
newed   Letters  Patent   of  the  fame   Lands   and   Ter- 
ritories,  in  the  fame  Words  with  the  former,  differing 
in  nothing  fave  this  Dace.  King 
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Kikc  CHARLES  the  Second,  by  his  Letters  Pa- 
1 68 1.  tent,  gave  and  granted  unto  "  Sir  William  Penn,  his 
Febry,  28.  "  Heirs  and  AfTigns,  all  that  Tract  or  Parcel  of 
No.  12.  "  Land,  in  America,  with  all  the  I  {lands  therein  con- 
Sir  William  "  tained,  as  the  lame  is  bounded  on  the  Eaft  of 
Pants  Pa-  "  Delaware-River,  from  twelve  Miles  Norrthward  of 
lent,  wv  New-Cajlle   Town,  unto  the   three  and  fortieth  De- 

"  gree  of  Northern  Latitude,  if  the  faid  River  doth 
"  extend  lb  far  Northwards,  then  by  the  faid  River 
"  fo  far  as  it  doth  extend,  and  from  the  Head  of 
"  the  faid  River  the  Eaftern  Bounds  are  to  be  de- 
"  termined  by  a  Meridian  Line  to  be  drawn  from 
"  the  Head   of  the   faid  River,    unto   the    faid   three 

"  and  fortieth  Degree The  faid   Lands   to  extend 

"  Westwards  five  Degrees  in  Longitude,  to  be  com- 
"  puted  from  the  faid  Eaftern  Bounds. — And  the  faid 
"  Lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Begin- 
"  nl^g  of  the  three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern 
"  Latitude,  and  on  the  South  by  a  Circle  drawn  at 
"  twelve  Miles  Diftance  ^om  New-Cajlle  Northwards 
"  and  Weftwards  unto  the  Beginning  of  the  fortieth 
"  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  and  then  by  a  ftraight 
"  LineWeftward  to  the  Limits  of  Longitude  above-men- 

44  tioned To   have,    hold,   pofiefs    and  enjoy   unto 

*'  the  faid  William  Perm,  his  Heirs  and  Afiigns,"  &c. 

The  Northern  Part  of  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of 
this  Grant,  laps  on  and  fpreads  over  fome  Parts  of 
the  Weftern  Lands  before  granted  to  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut ,  and  confirmed  by  the  renewed  Charter 
or  Patent  aforeiaid  from  King  CHARLES  the  Second, 

which 
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which  occafions  the  prefent  Enquiry. — —And  as  the 
Proprietaries  of  Pennjylvania  principally  object  to  the 
Title  of  Connecticut,  the  Settlement  aforefaid  with 
the  Province  of  New-York,  as  fixing  and  limiting 
the  Weftern  Extention  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
It  is  neceffary  to  exhibit  the  Foundation  and  Rea- 
fon  of  that  Settlement,  and  all  that  has  been  done 
thereon. It   appears, — 

"  At    a  Council   held   at  Fort -James   in  New-Fork, 
«'  certain  Articles   of  Agreement  were  concluded  upon 
*■'  between   Col.    Thomas   Dungan,     then    Governor   of 
"  that  Province   on  one  Side,    and  Robert  Treat,  Efq-, 
*'  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  Major  Nathan 
*'  Gold,    Captain   John   Allyn,   Secretary,    and   William 
<?  Pitkin   in   Commifiion    with   him   from   Connecticut, 
"  on  the   other  Side  ;  wherein   it   is   agreed,  that  the 
*'  Bounds,    Meets    and   Dividends    between   his  Royal 
*'  Highnefs's  Territories  or  Province   in  America,  and 
"  the  Colony     of    Connecticut   forever    hereafter    mall 
*•  begin  at   a   certain   Brook   or  River    which   is    be- 
*'  tween   the  Towns  of  Rye   and  Greenwich,   at  a  Point 
*'  called  Lyon's-Point,     the   Eaftern   Point   of  Byram- 
*'  River,     from   thence  to   go   as    the   River   runs  to 
"  the  Place  where  the  common  Road  or  Wading-Place 
"  over  the  River  is,  and  from  thence   to  go  North- 
«*  North- Weft     into   the   Country,    fo   far   as  will  be 
*'  eight  Englijh  Miles  from  the  aforefaid  Lyon's-Point — 
•f  And  that  a   Line  of  twelve   Miles    being  meafured 
"  from    the   faid  Lyon's-Point   according   to  the  Line 
**  or  general  Courfe  of  the  Sound  Eaftward,    where 

D  i*  the 
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"  the  faid  twelve  Mile  Line  endeth,  another  Line 
44  fhall  be  run  from  the  Sound  eight  Miles  into  the 
"  Country  North-North- Weft  ;  and  alfo  that  a  fourth 
44  Line  be  run,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  North- 
"  Weft  End  of  the  eight  Mile  Line,  being  the  third 
•*  Line  mentioned,  which  fourth  Line  with  the  firft- 
<4  mentioned  Line,  fhall  be  the  Bounds  where  they 
44  fhall  fall  to  run — And  then  from  the  Eaftward 
44  End  of  the  fourth-mentioned  Line  a  parallel  Line 
44  to  Hud.fcn's- River,  in  every  Place  twenty  Miles 
44  Diftance  therefrom,  fhall  be  the  Bounds  there,  be- 
"  tween  the  faid  Territories  or  Province  of  Nevc-Tork 
"  and  the  Colony  of  Cotmefticut,  fo  far  as  Cormefticut 
44  Colony  doth  extend  Northward,  that  is,  to  the 
14  South  Line  of  the  Maffachifetts  Colony — Only  it 
"  is  provided,  That  in  Cafe  the  Line  from  Byron? s- 
"  Brook  Mouth  North-North- Weft  eight  Miles,  and 
"  the  Line  that  is  then  to  be  run  twelve  Miles  to 
44  the  End  of  the  third  afore-mentioned  Line  of  eight 
"  Miles,  do  diminifh  or  take  away  Land  within 
"  Twenty  Miles  of  Hudfai's-River,  that  then  fo  much 
'*  as  is  in  Land  diminifhed  of  twenty  Miles  of 
44  Hudfon's-River  thereby,  fhall  be  added  out  of  Con* 
"  nefiicut  Bounds  unto  the  Line  afore-mentioned  pa- 
44  rallel  to  Hudfon's-River,  and  twenty  Miles  diftant 
44  from  it,  the  Addition  to  be  made  the  whole 
44  Length  of  the  faid  parallel  Line,  and  in  fuch 
44  Breadth  as  fhall  make  up  Quantity  for  Quantity 
44  what  fhall  be  diminifhed  as  aforefaid. — Surveyors 
44  to  be  appointed  from  each  Government  to  run  the 
44  before- mentioned   Lines    and   Bounds,    between   his- 

."Royal- 
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"  Royal  Highnefs's  Government  of  Ncw-Tcrk  and 
"  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  meet  at  the  Town  of 
"  Stamford,  on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  ORcher  next— ^ 
"  And  if  it  pleafe  the  King's  Majefty  and  his  Royal 
"  Highnefs  to  accept  and  confirm  thefe  Articles, 
"  they  mall  be  good  to  all  Intents  forever  between 
"  his  Royal  Highnefs,  his  Heirs  and  AfTigns,  and  the 

"  Corporation  of  Ccnnetlicut  and  their  Succefibrs." 

1684,  Oclcber  10th,  An  actual  Survey  of  the  Lands 
■and  Places  mentioned  in  faid  Agreement  was  made 
and  reported  by  the  Surveyors  and  CommifEcners  ap- 
pointed for  that  Service.  Nothing  further  was 
dene  thereon,  until  the  ex  -parte  Application  of  Ntw- 
Tork,  viz. 

At  a  Court  at  Kcnfmgtcn,  King  WILLIAM  in  MI'7?°'j 
Council — Upon  Occafion  of  Differences  and  Difputes  a  2i 
between  the  faid  Province  and  Colony,  relating  to 
the  Right  of  Government  over  the  Towns  of  Bedford 
and  Rye,  lying  on  their  Borders  ;  and  for  determi- 
ning that  Difference,  and  preventing  all  future  Dif- 
putes about  the  Divifion  Line  and  Boundaries  be- 
tween the  faid  Province  and  Colony — His  Hajefty 
was  pleafed  to  declare  his  Royal  Approbation  and 
Confirmation  of  the  faid  Agreement  and  Survey, 
whereof  the  refpective  Governments  of  New-Tork  and 
Connecticut,  the  Towns  of  Rye  and  Bedford,  and  all 
Perfons  whom  it  might  concern,  were  to  take  due 
Notice  and  conform   themfelves  thereunto. 

Tbi 
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The   Sum    is, 

That  King  fjMES  the  Firft,  by  Letters   Patent 
in  the  eighteenth  Year  of  his   Reign,   gave  the  Name 
of  New-England  in   America^  to  that  Part  of  the  Ame- 
rican Continent,   in  Breadth  from  the  fortieth  Degree 
to    the    forty-eighth  Degree    of    Northerly   Latitude, 
inclufively,     and   in   Length     from  Sea   to   Sea,  with 
all  the   Iflands,  &c.  in  both   Seas  ;  and    incorporated 
the  Duke  of  Lenox  and  divers  other  Perfons,  by  the 
Name  of  the  Council  eftablifhed  at  Plymouth,  in  the 
County  of  Devon,   for   planting,  ordering,  ruling  and 
governing   of  New-England  in  America  ;   and  granted 
to  them  the  Lands,  &c.   therein   defcribed,  with   cer- 
tain Powers,    Authorities,   Privileges   and   Immunities 
therein  fpecified,  excepting  fuch  Part  of  the  laid  Lands 
or  any   the  Premifes    as    were   then  actually  poffeffed 
or  inhabited   by  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State, 
&c.     meaning  palpably  by   the   faid  Grant,    together 
with  the  Grant  to  the  Southern  of  the  Virginia  Com* 
pany,   to  fupport  the  Claim   of  the  Crown  of  England, 
and  for  that  Purpofe  to  convey   to   the  Grantees  the 
Whole  of  North-America,  except  the  Parts  fo  actually 
poflerTed. 

Under  the  Authority  and  Grants  of  laid  Council 
eftablifhed  at  Plymouth*  divers  Settlements  were  made, 
viz.  the  Colonies  of  N.ew-^lymouth,  Ma£kchufetts-Bay 
and   Connecticut. 

King 
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King  CHARLES  the  Second,  by  his  renewed  Char- 
ter or  Letters  Patent  in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
incorporated  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  by  the  Name  of 
The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  EngliJJo  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, in  New-England,  in  Americar  gave  the  Powers  and 
Authorities,  and  granted  the  Lands  agreeable  to  the 
Bounds    and  Limits    in  the   faid  Patent  mentioned  and 

defcribed. The  French  at  Saint  Croife,  &c.    the  Dutch 

and  Swedes  at  Hudfon's-Bay  and  Delaware,  had  taken 
Pofleflion  of,  and  claimed  the  Lands  at  thofe  Places, 
before  the  Charter  of  JAMES  the  Firft,  and  the  fame 
being  fo  pofferTed  by  another  Chriftian  Prince  or  State, 
were  thereby  faved  out  of  the  faid  Patent  of  JAMES  the 
Firft — "Whereupon  King  CHARLES  the  Second  granted 
the  fame  to  his  Royal  Highneis  the  Duke  of  York — On 
the  Dutch,  &c.  being  difpofferTed,  it  became  neceflary  to 
fettle  the  Lines  and  Limits  of  the  Land  granted  to  the 
Duke  Of  York,  which  had  been  fo  pollened  and  inhabited, 
^hat  thereby  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of  the  Duke's  Pa- 
tent, and  the  Patent  of  Conneclicut  might  be  fettled  ; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  Lands  lying  Eaftward  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York  had  been  obtained  by  Conquefls,  Settlements  and 
Grants  made  over  and  by  the  aboriginal  native  Proprie- 
tors, and  the  Propriety  a^Riglit  of  Government  in  and 
over  the  fame  was  then  fuli^aicertained — Thofe  lying 
"Weftward  of  the  faid  Province,  remained  in  the  PofTefli- 
on  and  under  the  Government  of  the  original  Indian  Pro- 
prietors,  who  were  unwilling  to  fell  and  remove  from 
them,  or  any  of  them,  and  which  the  Governors  of  Con- 
ne&icut  were  lefs  follicitous  to  purchafe,  becaufe  they  had 

E  not 
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not   'till  lately  conveyed  Country  on  the  Eaft  of  New- 

York  Line  with  Inhabitants.- -But  the  Indians  have 

lately  conveyed  Part  of  the  Lands  to  the  Weftward  of 
any  Lands  heretofore  occupied  by  the  Butch  or  any  fo- 
reign Nation,  to  certain  Individuals  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  others,  called  the  Sufquehannah  Company,, 
and  other  Fart  the  laid  Indians  have  ibid  to  the  Proprie- 
taries of  Pennfyhania,    and   refigned  the   Refidue  to  the 

Crown. -As  the  Boundaries  of  the  Lands  actually 

pofTefTed  and  inhabited  by  the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  and 
^ranted  to  the  Duke  of  2'ork  as  aforeiaid,  both  on  the 
Eaflj  and  Weft  Sides,  are  now  fettled,  or  otherwiie  fuffi- 
ciently  defcribed  or  known  -,  It  is  conceived  on  the  Part 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut,  who  have 
not  been  wanting  in  fettling  the  whole  Country  comprifed; 
in  their  Grant  as  faft  as  the  Nature  of  Things,  would  per- 
mit,  that  alf  the  Reft  and  Refidue  remained  to  them,, 
according  to  the  Bounds  defcribed  in  their  Patent  -,  and 
that  the  fole  Right  of  Preemption,  with  the  Powers  and 
Authorities  of  Government,  after  the  Country  fhali  be" 
purchafed  of  the  Indians,  was  in  the  Crown  to  grant,  by 
»  tlie  before-mentioned  Letters  Patent,  and  were  accordingly 
"  amply  and  fully  granted  to  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  Connecticut  as  aforeiaid,  and  now  remain  in  them,  the 
Settlement  aforefaid  with  New-York  notwkhftanding. 

On  the  Contrary,  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennfyhania  in^ 
fift  that  they  have  the  fole  Right  of  Purchale  and  Go- 
vernment by  Virtue  of  their  Grant  aforeiaid,  which  pailed 
nineteen  Years  after  the  laft  renewed  Charter  to  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  Connecticut,  who  they  alledged 
are  eftopped  by  the  faid.  Settlement  with  New-York  -,  and. 
Difputes  having  arifen  thereon,  $UES~ 
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QUESTION  I.  Do  the  Words  oMually  poffeffed  and 
occupied,  extend  to  Lands  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Dutch 
Settlements,  -which  were  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant  of 
JAMES  the  Firft  in  a  perfect  Wilderneis  State,  but  di- 
vided from  the  EngHJh  Settlements  by  the  actual  PoffefTion 
of  the  Dutch  ? — -And  did  the  Grant  to  the  Council  of 
Plymouth  mean  to  except  in  Favor  of  Foreigners,  not 
only  what  they  had  actually  planted,  but  all  to  the  Weft- 
v^axd  of  fvich  Plantation  £ 

We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Words,  actually  poffefied  and; 
enjoyed,  do  not  mi  end  to  Lajids  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the- 
Dutch  Settlements,  which  were  at  the  'Time  of  the  Grant  of 
JAMES  the  Fir  ft  in  a  Wildernefs  State,  though  divided  from 
the  Englifh  Settlements  by  the  affinal  PcffeJJion  of  the  Dutch, 
And  that  the  Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  did  not 
mean  to  except  in  Favor  of  any  One,  any  Thing  to  the  Weft- 
ward  of  fuch  Plantations. 

£>ueft.  II,  Have  not  the  faid  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Colony  of 'Connecticut  the  Right  of  Preemption  and 
the  Title  under  the  Crown  to  the  Lands  aforefaid  within 
the  Limits  and  Bounds  of  their  Patent  aforefaid,  lying 
Weftward  of  the  Province  of  New-York,  and  not  included 
in  the  Charter  of  King  CHARLES  the  Second  to  the 
Duke  of  Torky  notwithstanding  the  feveral  Settlements 
of  Boundaries  between  the  Colony  on  the  Eaft  and 
the  Province  on  the  Weft,  made  as  well  by  Agree- 
ment between  the  Parties  as  under  the  Royal  Authority, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fubfequent  Charter  to  Sir  William 
Penn  ? 
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tfhe  Agreement  between- the  Colony  cf  Connecticut  and 
the  Province  of  New- York,  can  extend  no  further  than  to 
fettle  the  Boundaries  between  the  refpeclive  Parties,  and  has 
no  effecl  upon  other  Claims  that  either  of  them  had  in  ether 
Parts  •,  and  as  the  Charter  to  Connecticut  was  granted  but.-, 
eighteen  2'ears  before  that  to  Sir  William  Penn,  there  is  no 
Ground  to  contend  that  the  Crown  could  at  that  Period  make-- 
an -effectual  Grant  to  him  of  that  Country  which  had  been  fo 
recently  granted  to  others.  But  if  the  Country  had  been  ac- 
tually fettled  under  the  latter  Grant,  it  would  now  be  a  Matter 
of  considerable  Doubt ;  whether  the  Right  of  the  Occupiers  or 
the  Title  under  which  they  hold,  could  be  impeached  by  a  prior 
Grant,  without  atlual  Settlement. 

Quejl.  III.  What  Courfe  of  Proceedings  will  it  be  legal 
and  expedient  for  theGovernor&  Company  ofConneclicut  to " 
perfue  on  the  whole  State  and  Circumftances  in  this£afe, 
in  order  to  terminate  all  Difputes  and  Differences  relative 
to  laid  Lands  ? 

In  Cafe  the  Governor  and  Company  Jhatt  in  point  of  Pru- 
dence think  it  expedient  to  make  their  Claim  and  fupport  it, 
it  will  be  proper  either  amicably  and  in  Concurrence  with  the 
Proprietaries  of  Pennfylvania,  or  in  Cafe  of  the  Refufal  of 
thofe  Proprietaries,  without  them  to  apply  to  the  King  in 
Council,  praying  his  Majejly  to  appoint  Commijfioners  in 
America  to  dec.de  the  £hiejlion,  with  the  ufual  Power  of 
Appeal.  E.  Thurlow, 

Ai/.  Wedderburn, 
Rd.  Jackson, 
J.  Dunning. 
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OF       THE 

GENERAL     ASSEMBLY 

or      THE 
STATE     of     CONNECTICUT, 

HOLDEN         AT 

N     E    W    -     H     A    V    E     N3 
I  n    O     C    T    O    B    E    R,     i  7  9  6, 

INCORPORATING 

THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  SUFFERERS  LAND 

SO        CALLED. 


.tors> 
Agent,  i^n  E  W  -  H  A  V  E  N  ;  Priated  by  T.  &  5.  G  R  E  t  N» 


At  a  General  Aflembly  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  holden  at  New-Haven, 
on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  October, 
A.  D.  1796. 

An  Act  for  incorporating  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Half  Million  Acres  of  Land  lying  South  of 
Lake  Erie. 

JyjT7*HEREAS  the  General  Affembly  in  their  Seffion  at  Hart- 
f/'  ford,  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1792, 
by  their  refolve  releafed  and  quit -claimed  to  certain  perfons 
therein  named,  and  to .  their  legal  reprefentatives,  where  they  were 
dead,  and  to  their  affigns  for  ever,  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Acres 
of  Land,  belonging  to  this  State,  lying  weft  of  the  State  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  bounding  northerly  en  the  fhore  of  Lake  Erie,  beginning  at 
the  weft  line  of  f aid  land,  then  belonging  to  this  State,  and  extending 
eaftward  to  a  line  running  northerly  and  foutherly ,  parallel  to  the  laft 
line  of  the  lands  then  belonging  to  this  State,  and  extending  the  whole 
width  of  J aid  lands,  and  eafterly  fo  far  as  to  make  faid  quantity  of 
Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Acres,  to  be  divided  among  the  perfons 
therein  named  and  their  legal  reprefentatives,  where  they  were  dead, 
in  proportion  to  the  feveral  fums  annexed  to  their  names,  as  a  corn- 
pen  fation  for  their  loffes  fuftained  by  the  incurfions  and  depredatio)is  of 
the  Britifh  army  in  the  towns  of  Greenwich,  Fairfield,  Danbury, 
Ridgefield,  Nor  walk,  New-  Haven  and  Eaft-Haven,  New-London 
and  Groton. 

And  whereas  the  proprietors  and  grantees  of  Jaid  land  and  their 
o.Jfigns,  refide  in  different  towns,  and  cannot,  without  great  charge, 
meet  together  to  tranfatl  bufinefs  neceffary  to  be  done,  relative  tofe- 
curing  the  title  to  Jaid  lands,  afcertaining  the  bounds,  dividing  the 
fame,  preventing  incroachments,  laying  taxes  to  defray  neceffary  charges 
and  expences,  making  arrangements  for  attual  Settlements,  or  Vr- 
jjife  confulting  and  adopting  meafures  for  their  mutual  andjqint 
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BE  it  matted  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  Hmtfe  of  Reprt- 
JentativeSj  in  General  Court  ajpsmbled,  That  the  proprietors  of  laid 
lands  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  and  they  are  hereby  ordain- 
ed, conftituted  and  declared  to  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic  for 
the  purpofes  herein  mentioned,  in  fact  and  in  name,  and  fhall  be 
known  and  called  by  the  name  of  "  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF 
THE  HALF  MILLION  ACRES  OF  LAND,  LYING  SOUTH 
OF  LAKE  ERIE  :"  And  by  that  name  they  and  their  heirs  and 
afTigns,  may,  and  fhall  have  fucceffion,  and  fhall  be  perfons  known 
in  law,  capable  of  filing  and  of  being  fued,  of  pleading  and  being 
impleaded. 

Be  it  further  enabled,  That  in  each  of  faid  towns  fhall  be 
an  annual  meeting  of  the  grantees  within  fuch  towns,  or  thofe  who 
legally  reprefent  them,  on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  December,  at  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.  at  the  place  in  fuch  town  where  the  freemens'  meet- 
ings are  ufually  held  ;  which  proprietors,  when  met,  fhall  choofe 
a  Clerk  and  Chairman,  which  Clerk  fhall  take  the  following  oath, 
viz. 

You  A.  B.  being  chofen  Clerk  for  the  proprietors  of  this  meet- 
ing, do  fwear,  that  you  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  fuch  a 
Clerk  according  to  your  belt  fkill,  and  make  entry  of  all  fuch 
votes  as  fhall  be  made,  and  deliver  true  copies  of  the  fame  when 
they  fhall  be  required  of  you,  taking  only  your  juft  fees.  So  help 
you  GOD. 

And  the  fees  of  fuch  Clerk  fhall  be  tlie  fame  as  the  fees  of  the 
Town-Clerks  :  And  he  mall  continue  in  office  till  another  be 
chofen  and  fworn. 

And  faid  proprietors  fhall  proceed  to  choofe  an  Agent  or  Agents 
to  reprefent  them  in  a  general  meeting  for  the  current  year,  as 
herein  after  directed.  And  the  number  of  Agents  which  may  be 
fent,  fhall  be  regulated  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  The  propri- 
etors in  thofe  towns,  whofe  allowed  lofles  are  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
or  lefs,  may  fend  one  Agent.  Thofe  from  ten  to  twenty  thoufand, 
may  fend  two.  Thofe  from  twenty  to  thirty  thoufand,  may  fend 
three  ;  and  fo  in  the  fame  proportion.  Provided,  that  the  pro- 
prietors in  thofe  towns  which  are  entitled  to  fend  more  than  one 
Agent;  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  fend  one  only,   or  a  lefs  number  thin 
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they  are  entitled  to  fend.  And  faid  Agent  or  Agents  fhall  have  the 
fume  number  of  votes  in  general  meeting  as  the  whole  number  of 
Agents  which  the  proprietors  of  fuch  towns  might  have  fent,  fliould 
have  had,  if  prefent  in  fuch  meeting. 

And  in  choofing  faid  Agents  the  votes  of  the  proprietors  in  the 
feveral  towns  {hall  be  reckoned  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  Thofe 
whole  loffes  are  lefs  than  one  hundred  pounds,  fhall  have  one  vote  : 
Thofe  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  pounds,  mall  have  two 
votes  :  Thofe  from  two  to  three  hundred  pounds,  fhall  have  three, 
and  fo  in  the  fame  proportion.  Provided,  That  no  amount  of  any 
iingle  lofs  fhall  entitle  to  more  than  ten  votes,  and  that  each  ori- 
ginal grantee  or  proprietor,  if  abfent,  may  vote  by  reprefentation 
.according  to  his  allowed  lofs  or  interefl  in  faid  lands,and  that  every 
prefent  or  future  proprietor  fhall  vote  according  to  the  aggregate 
of  his  interefl:,  not  according  to  the  number  of  loffes  which  he  has 
purchafed,  according  to  the  above  ratio. 

•  And  faid  proprietors  fhall  alfo  choofe  a  Collector,  who  mail  be 
fworn  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  truft  :  And  it  fhall  be  his  duty 
to  warn  meetings,  and  collect  taxes,  and  to  do  fuch  fervicesin  rela- 
tion to  faid  proprietors,  as  the  general  meeting  fhall  direct :  And 
faid  Collectors  are  hereby  impowered  to  do  the  fame,  taking  their 
juft  fees,  which  mall  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  Conftables  in  the  fev- 
eral  towns  of  this  State. 

And  after  faid  firft  meeting,  faid  proprietors  mail  have  power  to 
meet  and  adjourn,  and  to  appoint  times  and  places  of  meeting,  ac- 
cording to  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  general  meeting. 

Provided  however,  That  the  towns  of  New- Haven  and  Eaft- 
Haven,  whole  loffes  were  granted  together,  fhall  meet  in  faid  New- 
Haven,  and  proceed  as  one  town  in  the  bufinefs  aforefaid. 

Be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  a  general 
meeting  of  the  agents  from  faid  towns  fhall  be  held  in  faid  New- 
Haven,  at  the  State- Hon fe,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  March,  1797, 
at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  Which  meeting  fhall  choofe  a  Clerk,  Mo- 
derator, and  Treafurer,  all  of  whom  fhall  be  fworn  to  execute  faith- 
fully their  refpective  offices: -And  thereupon  the  feveral  agents 
fhall  be  fworn  by  the  Clerk,  to  execute  their  truft,  and  to  do  what 
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in  their  judgment  will  conduce  to  the  bed  intereft  of  the  proprietors: 
And  faid  officers  and  members  fhall  continue  in  truft  till  others  be 
chofen  and  fworn  in  their  Head. 

And  faid  general  meeting  fhall  have  power  to  appoint  a  common 
Seal,  and  to  caufe  their  Clerk  to  procure  and  improve  the  fame. 
Alfo  to  adopt  and  profecute  meafures  for  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  ;  and  for  furveying  and  locating  faid  lands,  and  making  parti- 
tion thereof  in  townfhips  or  otherwife,  and  whatever  elfe  fhall  to 
them  appear  neceffary  or  proper  for  the  well-ordering  of  the  interefl 
of  faid  proprietors. 

And  faid  general  meeting  fhall  have  power  to  examine  all  ac- 
counts of  charges  and  expences  which  have  arifen,  (in  neceffary  bu- 
finefs  done  for  the  general  intereft  of  the  proprietors  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars)  and  which  may  hereafter  ne- 
ceffarily  arife,  whatever  may  be  the  reafonable  amount  thereof,  and 
allow  what  they  lhall  find  due  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  and  may 
direcl  their  Clerk  to  regifter  the  fums  allowed,  and  to  give  orders 
on  their  Treafurer  for  the  payment  thereof;  whofe  duty  it  fliall  be 
to  pay  the  fame  from  a  fund  to  be  provided  in  a  manner  hereafter 
fpecified. 

And  be  it  further  enaEfed  by  the  authority  afore/aid,  That  for  de- 
fraying all  neceffary  and  proper  expences  which  have  arifen  as  a- 
forefaid,  not  exceeding  faid  amount,  or  which  may  arife  relating  tc 
faid  lands,  it  mail  be  in  the  power  of  faid  general  meeting  to  lay 
taxes  on  the  proprietors  of  faid  lands,  and  to  appoint  the  times 
when  payable  :  And  faid  taxes  mail  be  laid  on  the  original  rights, 
according  to  the  names  and  amount  of  lofs.  And  it  fliall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Treafurer  of  faid  proprietors  to  grant  warrants  to  the 
CollecTors  of  the  proprietors  in  the  feveral  towns,  to  colled:  fucli 
tax  of  the  proprietors,  or  in  cafe  of  their  negled  or  refufal,  from  the 
fale  of  the  rights.  And  faid  Collcdors  fhall  proceed  in  the  col- 
ledion  and  fale  aforefaid,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Colledors  of  State 
taxes  now  proceed,  and  faid  lands  to  be  fubjed  to  the  fame  equity 
and  terms  of  redemption.  Provided,  That  the  pei  ions  and  other 
property  of  the  proprietors  fhall  not  be  fubjed  to  the  payment  of 
fuch  tax  or  taxes,  but  the  lands  only.  Alfo  provided,  That  twen- 
ty days  notice  of  fuch  fale  fliall  be  given  in  the  town  where  tha 
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original  grantee  lived,  on  the  fign-poft  in  fuch  town,   and  in  the 
Aews-paper  publifhed  in  or  neareft  laid  town. 

And  in  cafe  of  the  neglect  or  refufal  of  any  Collector  to  fettle 
With  and  pay  the  Treafurer  of  laid  pioprietors  by  the  time  (petrifi- 
ed, it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treafurer  to  iffue  a  diitrefs  againft 
the  proprietors  of  the  town  where  fuch  negligent  Collector  dwells. 
Which  diftrefs  fhall  be  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  in 
which  fuch  proprietors  dwell,  him,  by  the  authority  of  this  State, 
commanding  to  require,  by  pcrfonal  application,  to  at  leaft  five  of 
the  confiderable  proprietors,  payment  of  the  taxes  or  arrears  of 
tixes  which  may  be  due  from  their  collector,  together  with  his 
fees.  And  upon  their  neglect  or  refufal,  faid  Sheriff  to  advertife 
and  fell  (as  in  the  cafe  of  executions)  fo  much  of  the  rights  or 
fhares  of  fuch  proprietors  or  any  of  them  as  fhall  be  fufficient  to 
pay  the  fame,-,  together  with  all  legal  fees  and  charges  thereon. 
And  all  diftreifes  fo  granted,  fhall  be  returnable  in  fixty  days  from 
the  date  thereof.  And  ic  fhall  be  the  duty  of  fuch  Sheriffs  to  re- 
ceive fuch  diftreffes,  and  they  are  hereby  impowered  to  execute 
the  fame.  And  faid  Sheriffs,  in  cafe  of  neglecting  their  duty  here- 
in, fhall  be  liable  to  the  Treafurer  of  laid  proprietors,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  are  liable  in  like  cafes  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  State. 
And  all  files  of  rights  or  parts  of  rights  made  as  aforefaid,  by  fuclr" 
Collectors  or  Sheriffs,  fhall  be  as  valid  to  the  purchafer,  fubject 
only  to  faid  equity  and  terms  of  redemption,  as  if  he  had  received 
the  fame  from  the  original  grantee,  and  deeds  fhall  be  made  by 
fuch  Collectors  and  Sheriffs  accordingly. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  each  of  the 
laid  Agents  in  general  meeting  fhall  have  an  equal  vote.  And 
any  Agent  or  Agents  who  fhall  not  attend  faid  general  meeting, 
may  vote  by  reprefentation,  on  giving  a  written  power  to  any  other 
Aeent  or  Agents,  to  vote  and  act  for  him  or  them. 

And  faid  general  meeting  fhall  have  right  and  power  to  make 
any  Bye-Laws  for  the  well-ordering  of  faid  propriety,  which  fhall 
not  be  contrary  to  this  act,  nor  the  laws  of  this  State.  And  fuch 
Bye-Lws,  after  being  publifhed  twenty  days  in  the  News-Papers 
of  New-London,  New-Haven,  and  Fairfield  or  Danburv,  fhall, 
until  altered,  revoked  or  fufpended  by  faid  general  meeting,  b* 
binding  upon  all  the  proprietors. 
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And  faid  fir  ft  general  meeting  fhall  have  power  to  make  regula- 
tions reflecting  their  future  meetings,  and  may  meet  and  adjourn 
as  occafion  may  be  ;  but  may  at  any  time  be  convened  in  faid 
New- Haven  or  Hartford,  as  the  general  meeting  may  direct,  by 
timely  written  notice  from  the  Moderator  to  each  of  the  Agents,. 
And  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  faid  Moderator,  on  application  of  not 
lefs  than  half  the  number  of  all  the  Agents,  to  iiTue  fuch  notices, 
therein  fpecifying  the  time,  place,  particular  occafion  and  bufineis 
of  their  meeting :  And  faid  meetings  may  proceed  to  bufinefs  when- 
ever a  major  part  of  the  members  are  prefent,  and  not  before. 
Provided,  That  this  Aft  of  Incorporation  fhall  not  operate  to  alter 
or  affect  the  proportion  of  intereft  of  the  grantees  in  the  original 
grant,  or  their  affigns.  Provided  alfo,  That  this  Act  fhall  not  be 
binding  or  obligatory  on  the  original  grantees,  or  their  heirs  or 
afligns,  excepting  thofe  who  fhall  enter  their  names  with  the  clerk 
of  the  grantees  in  the  town  or  towns  where  their  refpective  lofs  or 
lofTes  were  fuflained.  Provided  neverthelefs,  That  when  any 
grantee  or  grantees,  his  or  their  heirs  or  affigns  fhall  have  entered 
his  or  their  name  or  names  as  aforefaid,  they  fhall  be  fubjected  to 
pay  his  or  their  proportion  of  all  expences  that  may  have  been  in- 
eured  by  faid  proprietors  in  the  management  of  their  faid  concerns. 

"•  And   this  Act  fhall,  to  all  intents,  be  a  public  Act,  and  fhall 
continue  in  force  during  the  pleafure  of  the  General  AfTemblv. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record^ 

Examined 
By  SAMUEL  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 
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